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Western Europe and the War in 
the East. 

No better evidence could be produced of the fact 
that desire of permanent peace is rapidly growing 
and strengthening itself throughout the civilized 
world than the way in which the nations of Western 
Europe are conducting themselves in reference to the 
Russo-Japanese War. 

The outbreak of hostilities has undoubtedly made 
the European capitals somewhat nervous, and there 
has been talk of preparation for possible contingen- 
cies. Naval plans, in particular, have been hastened 
toward completion. But there has been nothing 
which may properly be called war excitement. No 
inflammatory threats have been indulged in. There 
has been no serious taking of sides by the govern- 
ments, no diplomatic chafing and nagging. On the 
contrary, the spirit of sobriety and self-restraint and 
conciliatoriness has prevailed to an unwonted degree. 

This seems the more remarkable from the fact that 
the two powers which are at war are allies the one of 
Great Britain, the other of France. Twenty-five 
years ago these two western powers, which have al- 
ways, until recently, considered themselves natural 



enemies, would, under similar circumstances, have 
been quickly involved in the war, and all Europe 
would probably have been aflame. 

But instead of showing any disposition to get into 
the war, the British and French governments have 
hastened to declare themselves neutral, and have 
made every needful effort to prevent it from creating 
friction between them. They have communicated 
frankly with each other in regard to the subject and 
have taken unusual precautions to strengthen their 
mutual friendship. The other important European 
powers have acted for the most part in the same gen- 
eral spirit. This change in the spirit of Western 
Europe is a political omen of the deepest significance. 

These powers have likewise joined heartily in the 
project initiated by Secretary Hay to restrict the area 
of hostilities, to prevent the war from involving other 
nations besides Russia and Japan, and from issuing 
in injustice toward China. Indeed, it is not improb- 
able that Mr. Hay had diplomatically sounded them 
and assured himself of their goodwill before he sent 
out his formal note. 

Fear of the disastrous consequences of a general 
war under present military conditions may easily be 
charged as the motive for this conduct. This has 
undoubtedly played its part, and it is not at all to 
the discredit of the governments that it has done so. 
Wisdom is none the less wisdom because it has been 
taught by fear. 

But the real cause of their efforts to prevent the 
war from embroiling them has been a very different 
one from dread of disastrous consequences. It has 
been none other than the strong and rapidly growing 
public sentiment in Western Europe, particularly in 
France and England, against war and in favor of arbi- 
tration. This new sentiment has become so wide- 
spread and powerful that the governments themselves 
have become deeply affected by it ; at least they have 
been compelled to take account of it. That is the 
secret of the matter. 

The influences which led to the signing of the 
Franco-British arbitration treaty on the 14th of Octo- 
ber last, and of the subsequent treaties between 
France and Italy, England and Italy, and Holland 
and Denmark, have continued to operate even more 
powerfully and insistently since the rupture between 
Japan and Russia on the 6th of February than be- 
fore. England has already signed a similar treaty 
with Spain and is negotiating with other countries. 
France is negotiating for treaties with Belgium, 



